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socialism, a socialism not of compulsion but
of disinterestedness. It is easy, of course, to
scoff at the possibility of so far disintegrating
the vast and complex organisation of society,
as to arrange life on the simpler lines; but
the tact remains that the very few people in
the world's history, like St. Francis of
Assisi, for instance, who have ever dared
to live literally in the Christian manner,
have had an immeasurable effect upon the
hearts and imaginations of the world. The
truth is not that life cannot be so lived, but
that humanity dares not take the plunge;
and that is wrhat Christ meant when He said
that few would find the narrow way. The
really amazing thing is that such immense
numbers of people have accepted Christianity
in the world, and profess themselves
Christians without the slightest doubt of
their sincerity, who never regard the
Christian principles at all. The chief aim,
it would seem, of the Church, has been not
to preserve the original revelation, but to
accommodate it to human instincts and
desires. It seems to me to resemble the
very quaint and simple old Breton legend,
which relates how the Saviour sent the
Apostles out to sell stale fish as fresh; and